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Governor Arch A. Moore, Jr.,
is shown with West Vlrglma ;
Poet Laureate, Louise MecNeill
Pease, at the C ultural Center in
Charleston on August

ceremony at Which
donated her b ‘




l__,lv_ing, a retiremrel‘l-{
community in Malden, where she
had made her home for several
years.
The daughter of the late G. D.
and Grace (McNeill) McNeill, she
was born at Buckeye January 9,

1911. ,
In 1939 she married Roger W.

Pease, who died September 24,

1990.
Her husband, her parents, a

sister, Elizabeth Dorsey, and a
brother, Ward McNeill, preceded
her 1n death.

Surviving her are a son,
Douglas McNeill Pease, of South
Windsor, Connecticut; a
granddaughter, Noralyn M. Pease;
and a brother, James W. McNeill,

of Buckeye.
Services were held Sunday on
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Windsor, Connecticut; g
granddaughter, Noralyn M. Pease:
and a brother, James W. McNeill
of Buckeye. :

Services were held Sunday on
the lawn of Cabin Creek Quilts in
Malden and then on Menday at 11
a. m. in VanReenen Funeral Home
by the Rev. Roy Gwinn. Burial
was on the McNeill Farm at
Buckeye.

Mrs. Pease was Poet Laureate
of West Virginia, named in 1977 by
then-Governor Jay Rockefeller.
She started writing poetry when she
was 16 and had poems published in
many national magazines. She was
the author of several booKks,

Mountain White (1931), Gauley
Mountain, Time is Our House,
pParadox Hill, Elderberry Flood,
The Milkweed Ladies (her

irs), Hi v New ar
anoirs), Hill Daughter. N
meino :) " 71001 and many .




o . e, de Jaugnter: New
Selected Poems (1991), angw maz{nui -

mag?zine ?)rticles.
ust before her d
completed her last book_ea};her :g: E:
came to see her, typed the last ¢
chapter, put it in the mail to the |
publishers, and then she seemedto =
let go of life, according to the '
family. |
She graduated from Concord |
College and earned a master's |
degree at Miami University in Ohio, |
and a doctorate from West Virginia |
University.
She taught English and history |
for more than 30 years, from rural
schools in Pocahontas County to
Potaimac State, Concord, Fairmont
State, and Davis and EIkins
colleges. In 1937 she was named
Teacher of the Year at Concord
College and was selected Daughter
of the Year by the Westﬁanrqgm‘la




A 3 .30
McNeill's poems

West Virginia Public Radio will
air a special program titled "Gauley
Mountain” Thursday, June 20, at 8
p.m. This West Virginia Day
broadcast will feature the poems
from West Virginia Poet Laureate
Louise McNeill's book of the same
name. Noted West Virginia
musician David Morris of Ivydale
and award-winning West Virginia

will read the poems, prowdmg

narration and characm vmge& S

‘tbeatured on public radio

Special historic characters, such as
Mad Anne Bailey and Claude
Crozet, are included, but most
poems are fictional, following the
lives of settlers sometimes through
several generations. 53

Larry Groce, producer of i 1
special, said, "WeStV ginia Eubic) gyes
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Louise McNeijj|

ming one of Appalachia’s
Eiat reerted poots, Lantss TR
sang with pride about q_the mountain
heritage of the region’s residents.

Now she traces their consciousness
from pioneer days to atomic frontiers
and looks to the future with uncertainty
in her new book of poems, “Paradox
Hill: From Appalachia to Lunar Shore.”

Her book was published recently by
McClain Printing Company of Parsons
for the West Virginia University Library
with private funds made available
through the WVU Foundation, Ine,
Copies may be ordered for $4.50 each,
plus 50 cents for postage and handling,
from the Book Store, Mountainlair,

West Virginia University, Morgantown,
W. Va. 26506.

But who is Louise MecNeill that
anyone should listen to her prophecies
or share her pride and fear?
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:::E:mai literary maga:]amiis 1;f:luchthlam
gaturday Review and Atlantic Monthly,
which have puh]lﬁhﬂd her poems.

During the 1950s, she was a frequent
coptributor to The Saturda}? E?Enlng
Posi. Ladies Home Joumal, Good
Housekeeping, Harpers and other

Zines.

mlﬁ?i-as McNeill was born and reared on
s mountain farm in Pocahontas County,
where her family has lived since
pre-revolutionary days. She attended
the two-room schoolhouse where her
father taught. And she received her
bachelor’s degree in English from
Concord College, her master’s
from Miami University of Ohio; and a
doctorate in history from West Vlrginia
Univenity. Why a doctorate in history?

"It was for a very practical reason,”
e mecalled. “When | wanted to get my
doctorate, WVU didn’t offer one in
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"1 believe poetry should be useful,”
Miss !«IigNeﬂl said. “It can be useful to
the spirit, useful to relieve the mind and

useful to society. Of 49
o 155 pout ty. Of course, it’s useful
beyond that
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Dr. Ruel E. Foster, chi
WV U Department of English, t
of Miss Mc. Teill’s
complete lack of affectation.
“You’ll find none of the |
dramatic rhetoric of Shakespear®.

Milton in her poetry,” ylft Fos t
“She’s contemporary, Rt -
none of the tortured rhetoric & b s,
modern poets fall prey to.

“She Is of a great IraCtrr -
American postry,” he observed:



